
Stumpery Proposal

What is a Stumpery?

A stumpery is a garden feature made using logs, stumps and other wood that suits your choice of aesthetic.  

Oak, Sweet Chestnut and Beech are good options as they decompose slowly, however any type of wood will work.
Using different sizes of wood is recommended.

Stumperies thrive in the shade, or part shade and are good under trees or hedges.

Stumpery's are usually enhanced with complimentary planting.

Why are Stumpery a good addition to your garden?

They are often put in areas of little interest, are low maintenance and become havens for a variety of animals.

A Stumpery is a good way to make old, unusual or impractical parts of trees into a productive habitat and an
interesting feature.

The Stumpery can attract birds, mini-beasts, insects, small mammals like hedgehogs or shrews and toads.

They are a good way to showcase plant and animal life that is often considered less desirable and attractive in a
traditional garden.

What plants are typically added to a Stumpery?

Ferns, hostas, moss and lichens are traditionally planted in a Stumpery.

Other woodland plants such as foxglove, native blue bells, wood and Japanese anemones, dwarf narcissi,
snowdrops, cowslip, primrose, scalia and campanulas.

A variety of sizes and whether they are evergreen, winter green or deciduous are important when considering your
planting scheme and the overall aesthetic of your Stumpery,



How do you make a stumpery?

The best location for a stumpery is a shaded or partially shaded area of your garden or an area where nothing
much grows, for example under trees and hedges.

Loosen the earth in the area you plan to place your stumpery.  The soil should be enhanced with leaf mould or
compost.  The objective is to replicate a forest floor.

Place the large stumps in the favoured location.  Larger stumps should be sunk into the ground for safety. 

The smaller logs can be placed around the larger stumps and branches can be used as perches for birds, if desired.

The positioning of the wood is solely dependent on aesthetic preference. 

When completed the remaining crevices and gaps can be lined with moss and filled with compost.  Adding moss is
an additional step though aids in retaining moisture and acts as a container for the compost.

Ferns can be planted in these areas, with further moss added to protect the planting, keeping the crowns exposed
to stop the ferns rotting.  

Moss and lichens can be encouraged to grow by spreading yoghurt on the wood.

Bulbs can be planted in and around the stumpery for further diversity and interest.

Mulch, bark and leaf mould can be used to cover the surround ground to retain moisture and discourage weeds. 
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How do you maintain a stumpery?

One of the perks of a stumpery as it takes very little maintenance, as decomposing and changing is it's main
purpose, giving homes and food to a range of creatures.

Ensuring the larger stumps remain secure is important and removing weeds and undesirable plants can be
undertaken when necessary.


